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)RU�1LJHULDQ�DUWLVW�DQG�FXUDWRU�2OXZROH�2PRIHPL��SDLQWLQJ�LV�D�PHDQV�
RI�FDSWXULQJ�WKH�EHDXW\�KH�VHHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�LQ�WKH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�
him. It is a language that he uses to tell not only the stories of the 

people from his hometown, Ibadan, but also his own.
+H�IUHTXHQWO\�HPSOR\V�YLYLG�FRORXU�ZLWK�D�VHQVLELOLW\�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�

PDVWHU\�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�WKH�2OG�0DVWHUV��ś)URP�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�FRORXUV�
WR�WKH�VNLQ�WRQH�RI�P\�VXEMHFWV��FRORXU�XVDJH�IRU�PH�LV�E\�DOO�PHDQV�V\P�
EROLF��7KH�YLEUDQW�EDFNJURXQG�FRORXUV�DUH�LQWHQGHG�WR�GUDZ�DWWHQWLRQ�
WR�WKH�GHWDLOV�VXUURXQGLQJ�P\�KHURHV��,�EHOLHYH�FRORXU�FUHDWHV�OLIH�LQ�P\�
SDLQWLQJV��WR�LPLWDWH�OLIH�LV�WR�FKRRVH�WKH�FRORXUV�WKDW�DSSHDO�WR�OLIH��)RU�
H[DPSOH��LQ�RQH�RI�P\�UHFHQW�ZRUNV�WLWOHG�9LUJLQ��EULOOLDQW�UHG�VLJQLŹHV�
WKH�VDFUHG�DUW�RI�SXULW\�LQWHUWZLQHG�ZLWK�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�VH[XDOLW\�DQG�D�
tenderness that alludes to love.”
7KH�VXEMHFWV�RI�2PRIHPLŚV�SRUWUDLWV�UDQJH�IURP�KLV�IDPLO\�WR�KLV�IULHQGV�

and strangers. Perhaps most notable amongst them are his arresting por�
WUDLWV�RI�%ODFN�ZRPHQ��ZKRVH�KDOR�HVTXH�KDLUVW\OHV�VWDQG�EROGO\�DJDLQVW�
EULJKWO\�FRORXUHG�DQG�WRQDO�EDFNJURXQGV��(YHU\�FDQYDV�UHSUHVHQWV�DQ�
LQWDQJLEOH��LQWLPDWH�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�DQG�WKH�DUWLVW��ś(DFK�
WLPH�,�SDLQW��,�ZRUN�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�VRXOIXO�GHVLUHV�RI�P\�VXEMHFW��WKHLU�
IHHOLQJV��WKHLU�VXEFRQVFLRXV�WKRXJKWV��DQG�WKHLU�PLQG��7KLV�FUHDWHV�D�YHU\�
strong sense of awareness and understanding of these people whom I 
ŹQG�PRVW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQ�LQWULFDWH�ZD\V��6RPHWLPHV��WKH�YRODWLOH�IHHOLQJV�
of my heroes may interfere with my ability to express their true being, 
EXW�HYHQWXDOO\��UHFRJQLVLQJ�WKHLU�XQLTXH�QDWXUH�DQG�GLVWLQFWLYH�TXDOLWLHV�
KHOSV�PH�WR�FDSWXUH�WKHLU�HVVHQFH�LQ�FDSWLYDWLQJ�ZD\V�Ŝ
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Invader II,�����
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Invader III,�����
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Invader I,�����
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Abeni,�����
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Sooner than expected, <($5
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Connection,�����
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The other side,������
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